WINTER 2021

FEEDING HOPE NEWS

The holiday season is a busy time for the
Community Food Warehouse! Food Drive season
kicks into high gear, volunteers are ready to tackle
any opportunities to help and the need for food
assistance increases. Take a few minutes and read
all about what we've been up to these last couple of
months!

This issue:
Agency Spotlight:
Central Community
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Truck-Full of Hope
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Hermitage Light Up
Parade
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Gwen Martino
Empty Bowls Recap
Starve Hunger ~ Feed
Hope Holiday
Campaign
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Dear Friends,
Happy Holidays to you from all of us here at Community Food
Warehouse! The last quarter of the year is always the busiest time
for the Warehouse, and this year is no exception!
In October, we were able to host Empty Bowls, a fundraiser
centered around a simple meal of bread and soup. Guests received
a bowl of soup and bread, graciously provided by our local
restaurants, homemade cookies from the Quota Club of Hermitage,
and a handcrafted ceramic bowl made by local artists and students
from the Hope Center for Arts & Technology. The event also
featured live music and a basket raffle that included over 200
baskets! We extend our sincere gratitude to our board of directors,
nearly 100 volunteers, the staff at HopeCat, the Sharon Robotics
Team and Michonda Weber and her staff at Weber Catering for their
efforts to ensure the success of Empty Bowls. Thanks to the
generosity of this community, our sponsors, including Soup-er Bowl
sponsors Giant Eagle and 21 WFMJ, more than $26,000 was raised to
provide food to those who are hungry in our community.
In November, Taylor Chevrolet of Hermitage helped kick-off the
holiday season by hosting the 4th annual Truck-Full of Hope food
drive, which collected thousands of pounds of food and was
accompanied by a generous $5,000 donation!
We also participated in the Hermitage Holiday Light Parade. Staff,
board members and volunteers decorated Myron’s Meal Mobile, our
retrofitted school bus that served 5,000 hot lunches over the
summer, and we won a 2021 Judge's Choice award!
Last week, our MilitaryShare program served more than 150 veteran
and active duty military households at the Hermitage Armory, the
highest participation rate yet since the program’s inception in 2016.
We have accomplished many things in 2021, none of which would
have been possible without the generosity of the communities we
serve, and for that, we thank you.
As we look to 2022, we hope we can continue to count on your
support, as we anticipate food lines to be long and programs like
MilitaryShare to continue to grow.
We wish you and your families a
joyous holiday season and a
peace-filled New Year.
With a grateful heart,
Rebecca Page
Executive Director
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Agency
Spotlight:

Central Community Church
Which services do you currently provide to your clients?
We have a clothing give-away and the food pantry – both open
Fridays from 12:00 – 7:00 pm.

How many families do you serve a month, on average?
We have been open less than 2 months, but we have been serving on average 95-100 families each week.

What is your paid staff/volunteer ratio? (Or, how many volunteers does it take to run your pantry/kitchen?)
We average about 10 volunteers each week – half of them serve at the beginning of the day and additional people
come relieve them and help through the evening. We have no paid staff.

Have you had a particularly profound/uplifting moment with a client or volunteer you would share with us?
A woman came to us in need of help. When she walked in, she felt welcomed and loved, and eventually inquired about
our church services. She started attending Sunday services, and before we knew it, she began volunteering her time at
the Pantry and assisting in any way possible. We know she came to us in need, but in the process of receiving
assistance, she is becoming a beautiful blessing to both us and the people she now serves!
Sometimes the people come in looking for food, sometimes clothing, but we are so honored to be a part of this ministry
helping others. Many times we feel as though we receive more than we give when the hungry take home food and
those without can leave with much! Thank you for helping make this possible!

What are your agency’s goals for the future?
We would love to expand our reach throughout Mercer County and eventually start serving hot meals at least once a
week.

How has being a member agency of the Community Food Warehouse helped you to provide better service to
your clients?
The Community Food Warehouse has helped us immensely by making the food available to us for the people as well as
getting our name and location out there for people to know who we are and where we are!

Is there anything you would like to share about your agency that people may not know?
We do have the food available on Fridays from
12-7 pm as well as free clothing for anyone in need.
For any questions or emergency food or clothing,
people can reach out to Miss Kelly (724)813-0503,
Miss Diane (352)217-6326, or
the church at (724)985-4048.

Central Community Church is located at
3553 N. Hermitage Rd. in Transfer.
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Hermitage
Holiday Light
Parade

We had a blast at the Hermitage Holiday Light Parade on Saturday,
November 20th! Myron's Meal Mobile made its way to the parade route all
the way from the North Pole, accompanied by Santa Myron and
Mrs. Claus. The Hickory High School boy's basketball team and coaches
passed out over 600 pounds of candy and we won a Judge's Choice award!
Thanks to our volunteers and anyone who brought non-perishable food
donations.
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Truck-Full
of Hope
at Taylor
Chevy of
Hermitage
collected 3,341
pounds of food
this year!
Many thanks to
all who donated
and to Taylor
Chevrolet for
hosting us
again this year!

FEEDING HOPE NEWS

PAGE 5

Empty Bowls 2021
Thank you to our Sponsors:

Soup-er Bowl Sponsors

Three Bowl Sponsors

Two Bowl Sponsors

One Bowl Sponsors
Graham Stamping Co.

The Cafaro Foundation

Joanow Legal Group The Medicine Shoppe
SCP Group

Wheatland Steel Processing
UPMC

Patron Sponsor
GFC Strategic Lifestyle Partners

Over $26,000 raised!
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Board Member
Spotlight:

Gwen Martino
As the outgoing President of the Board of Directors, we wanted to take a moment to highlight Gwen's
contributions to the CFW. Just recently, she surpassed 2700 volunteer hours! Thank you Gwen, for your
commitment to feeding our neighbors!

What inspired you to join the Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County board of directors? What
led you to take on the President of the Board role?
When I retired from education in June 2010, I was looking for something to do in the community that was not all
about me. Two friends asked me to do the Race To End Hunger, so I did. I started sorting food in December of
that year, then was asked to do computer work. I maintained a list of clients and entered volunteer hours and
donations as well as sorting food. Because I was so impressed with CFW, I wanted to be more involved, so I
joined the board in 2013. I served as VP from 2014-2017. If I’m part of an organization, I want to be totally
involved, so when I was asked to be President in 2020, I accepted and served the past 2 years.

How do you help the Community Food Warehouse?
I do whatever I am asked to do. I chair the basket raffle at our Empty Bowls event because I love making
baskets and enjoy planning the raffle. My friends and I sort food weekly. I’ve also done produce and food
distributions at some of our agencies, played Mrs. Claus in the Hermitage Light parade and in downtown Sharon
when we did sleigh rides for the Warehouse, participated in Farm Day, an annual field trip for area first graders
and have attended and spoken at events representing the Warehouse.

What is your take away from serving as the Board President for the CFW?
I am proud to have represented the Warehouse and want to continue to expand our presence and visibility in the
community. People know of our agencies, but often don’t understand our role. There have been many
challenges the past few years, but I am daily impressed by the stability of the agency and commitment of our
staff.

Share a fun fact about yourself.
I’m obsessed with Christmas. I put up 10 trees of different sizes and themes and love all the holiday cooking,
baking and decorating. Baking is my happy place. I frequently bake 50 – 100 dozen cookies for the weddings
and graduations of family and friends. I made 225 dozen for my daughter’s wedding. I’m especially looking
forward to baking in the future with my new granddaughter, Callahan.
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DONATE TODAY!

WISHING YOU A BLESSED
HOLIDAY SEASON AND
HEALTHY AND HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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