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Dear Friends,
Summertime is right around the corner, but as we all know,
hunger doesn’t take a summer vacation. Here in Mercer County,
18.9% of children face food insecurity every day and with inflation
at a 40-year high, we anticipate the lines at food pantries, hot meal
sites and direct distributions and other food programs to grow
increasingly longer as we progress through the summer months.
·MilitaryShare, a food distribution for veterans and active-duty
military personnel and their families has grown leaps and bounds
since its inception and is now providing food to more than 205
veteran households throughout Mercer County.
·The Mobile Pantry program, which was born out of the
pandemic, is designed to meet the needs of residents in rural and
underserved areas, and is expanding from one location to three.
·Member agencies are reporting more people each month in
need, mainly due to the increased cost of groceries and gasoline.
It is because of your generosity that Community Food
Warehouse is able to continually meet the needs of our hungry
friends and neighbors, and we are grateful.
Summertime also signifies produce season and Myron’s Meal
Mobile! We are working diligently to source local fresh fruits and
vegetables. Last year, Harvest Helpings, our produce program,
provided nearly 200,000 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables to our
friends and neighbors who needed it most.
In addition to bulk produce sourcing, our community garden on
4th Street in Sharon is in full swing and we’ve partnered with Buhl
Regional Health Foundation and Buhl Park to form the Healthy
Community Collaborative, an innovative way to provide access to
healthy foods.
Myron’s Meal Mobile, a retrofitted school bus that provides hot
lunches to children, adults and seniors will hit the streets of Mercer
County on June 13th for its second summer of providing nutritious
meals. With this change in seasons, we also want to acknowledge
the tireless efforts of food bank member agency, Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry. Bill and Sandy Probst have spent more than 20 years
feeding folks in the city of Mercer and surrounding areas. This
month will be their last distribution, and we offer our sincere thanks
and best wishes in their retirement. Bill and Sandy, thank you for
dedicating your lives to ensuring our friends and neighbors
didn’t go to bed hungry. We appreciate you!
We wish you all a summer full of sunshine and thank you for
your continued support of our mission.
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Join us for our Community
Garden kick-off!

Saturday, June 18th
10:00am-12:00 noon
80 4th Street, Sharon
Children, families and artists are welcome! All are invited to come and
paint a person or flower on our pallet fence, get crafty with a planting
craft, enjoy story time with Community Library of the Shenango
Valley, take home a free book compliments of Sharon Kiwanis Club
and cool off with a yummy snow cone! Bring your family, pick up a
paint brush and join in the FREE celebration!

Click here to RSVP!
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Our mascot, Myron, is getting a
makeover! Help us decide what
the new Myron should look like!

Cast Your Vote Here
Lace up those shoes and
get ready for the 13th
Annual Race to End
Hunger 5K / 2 Mile Walk!

Saturday, September 17, 2022
BC3@LindenPointe
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
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NEW PROGRAM ALERT!
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AGENCY SPOTLIGHT:
LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY
Bill & Sandy Probst
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The residents of Mercer have been fortunate to have a neighborhood
food pantry meeting the needs of their community for the last 40 years.
Founded on March 12, 1982, the Mercer Community Christian Center
began as a food outreach for Bethany Presbyterian Church and was
founded by the ministers of Mercer. The sale of property forced the food
pantry to seek different residency and after experiencing costly utilities, rent
and bills, Shirley Crawford (wife of Dr. William H. Crawford) offered space at
their tack shop. Linda Kite served as the director during this transition and
served for 13 years, while still maintaining a full-time job as a nurse in
Greenville. Another big transition occurred in the early 2000's when the
name changed to Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry.
After receiving encouragement from their pastor to volunteer, Bill and
Sandy Probst quickly found a home with Loaves & Fishes and began
volunteering in June 2002. Bill began taking the groceries while Sandy
honed her skills packing the food bags. Sandy began taking on additional
responsibilities and learned how to create and submit the monthly reports
and assisted with the administration needs of the organization. After then
director, Darlene Breinig, left in 2007, Sandy stepped into the director role in
2008 to continue serving the folks of Mercer and surrounding areas. Sandy
commented that she understands what it’s like to be poor. “Early on in our
marriage, we had to rely on food stamps. I know what it’s like. I felt the need
to help people and help them reach up out of poverty.”
In 2010, Bill and Sandy establish Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry as a
registered 501(c)3 organization, allowing them more autonomy to accept
donations that funded the pantry directly. This designation meant they no
longer operated under the umbrella of Bethany Presbyterian Church.
Loaves & Fishes goes way back to the beginnings of the Community
Food Warehouse, which was established in 1983. They were also the first
food pantry to sign on to the Commodity Supplemental Food Program
(CSFP), now the PA Senior Food Box Program in 2010, operated by the
CFWMC. At the start of the CSFP distribution, Loaves & Fishes was serving
52 senior participants each month, which was just a small percentage of the
510 recipients that came to their food pantry during 2010. Many residents of
Mercer sought their services that year during the height of the recession.
The number of people seeking food assistance was “unreal that year,”
according to Sandy.
Volunteering and then operating Loaves & Fishes has had an enormous
impact on both Bill and Sandy. When reflecting on their time spent at the
pantry, Bill said he most enjoyed “being able to help people out.
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We’ve gotten to know these people, having been there every month. That’s what was nice-- that people
were getting helped out. They just needed food, coming back month after month, year after year. There
are just a few still coming since we started in 2002.” Sandy added, “I love people and I know they are
worthy. I felt moved by the Lord to be out there and helping. There’s nothing I like better than to hug
people. That’s me. We need to have compassion and some level of connecting to them on a kind level.”
Sandy shared an especially impactful story about her interactions with a young disabled man that came to
the pantry. According to Sandy, he had been so isolated because of his disability and looked so down. She
said to the young man, “You look like you could use a hug.” And there they stood, hugging. Sandy said,
“He didn’t want to let go. I didn’t hug anyone as long as I hugged that kid. The volunteers had tears in their
eyes. That was the most moving thing that ever happened to me at the pantry. I will always remember that
moment. He thanked me.” For Sandy, it was so important for people to know they were loved and they
worked to put a smile on the recipient’s faces when they came in.
Operating a food pantry didn’t come without its challenges. Space constraints were an on-going battle
as Bill constantly worked to try to make more room to store food, including the CSFP food boxes. Friends
from their church worked to build a shed equipped with electricity that offered additional storage space.
The pandemic also forced a change in their operations and they both agreed their ages now come with
certain limitations. Bill joked that he was the muscle and Sandy was the brains and it worked. “Now it’s
getting tiring. It’s time to do something different now,” said Bill.
Sandy is looking forward to tending their 50 x 100 foot garden. She enjoys canning and making her
own spaghetti sauce, knowing she’s eating healthy, garden-fresh foods. Sandy also indicated she may just
look for somewhere else to volunteer. Bill is hoping they can make a trip out west and travel through the
National Parks.
The Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County has been proud to have Loaves & Fishes Food
Pantry as a community partner, working together to provide food to our friends and neighbors facing
hunger in Mercer and the surrounding communities. Bill and Sandy, thank you for your years of service, for
working tireless hours and for the care and commitment you’ve given to those who needed it most. We
wish you the very best in retirement!
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We are so excited to be hitting the road again this summer with
Myron's Meal Mobile! Beginning
Monday, June 13th- Friday, August 19th
FREE lunch will be served at these locations from noon-1:30pm
Monday-Friday.
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Visit our profile on
www.PaOhGives.org
to donate to the Community
Food Warehouse.

Your donation will be matched
dollar for dollar!
A program of Community Foundation of
Western, PA and Eastern, OH
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